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Chasing Hepburn is the story of the Lee family—a saga spanning four generations, two continents, and a
century and a half of Chinese history. In the masterful hands of acclaimed author Gus Lee, his ancestors’
stories spring vividly to life in a memoir with all the richness of great fiction.

From the time of her birth in 1906 it was expected that Gus Lee’s mother, Tzu Da-tsien, would become an
elegant bride for a wealthy provincial man. But she was shunted onto a less certain path by age three, when
her warmhearted father rescued her from her foot-binding ceremony in response to her terrified screams.
This dramatic rejection of tradition was the first of many clashes that would lock the family in a constant
struggle between Chinese customs and modern ways.

Later, with the Chinese countryside in the grip of civil war, the Tzu family moved to Shanghai, seeking
financial stability. There Da-tsien met Lee Zee Zee, the dashing son of the Tzus’ landlord, who lived across
the street. With their patriarch succumbing to opium addiction, Zee Zee’s family was on the brink of ruin,
and Da-tsien’s mother was working hard to secure her big-footed daughter’s marriage to a wealthy older
man. But not even the protests of both families could keep the lovers apart, and these two socially displaced
clans were reluctantly united.

Over the course of their courtship and marriage, Zee Zee and Da-tsien would encounter the most important
movements and figures of the times, including underworld gangsters, Communist students and workers,
revolutionary armies, Christian missionaries, and legions of invading Japanese soldiers. Zee Zee became an
ardent anti-Maoist and an ally of the highest-ranking leaders in the Chinese Nationalist movement. But his
flights from tradition took him away from his young family—first into Chiang Kai-shek’s air force and later
to America in search of his idol, Katharine Hepburn. Faced with this abandonment and with the chaos of the
Japanese occupation, Da-tsien would rely on all of her resources, traditional and modern—faith, superstition,
tremendous courage, and her strong feet—in an attempt to preserve her family.

Gus Lee takes us straight into the heart of twentieth-century Chinese society, offering a clear-eyed yet
compassionate view of the forces that repeatedly tore apart and reconfigured the lives of his parents and their
contemporaries. He moves deftly from recounting intimate household conversations to discussing major
historical events, and the resulting story is by turns comic, harrowing, heroic, and tragic. For most of her life,
Da-tsien prayed for a son who would honor his family and respect his Chinese heritage. In this enthralling
tribute, Gus Lee lovingly accomplishes both.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Ray:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Chasing Hepburn: A Memoir of
Shanghai, Hollywood, and a Chinese Family's Fight for Freedom, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men.
What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Colleen Harman:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Chasing Hepburn: A Memoir of
Shanghai, Hollywood, and a Chinese Family's Fight for Freedom that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Chasing Hepburn: A Memoir of Shanghai, Hollywood, and a Chinese Family's Fight for Freedom become
your own personal starter.

Roger Lindsey:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Chasing Hepburn: A Memoir of Shanghai, Hollywood, and a Chinese
Family's Fight for Freedom this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now.
This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer
require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Joseph Southard:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This reserve Chasing Hepburn: A Memoir of Shanghai, Hollywood, and a Chinese
Family's Fight for Freedom was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about



your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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