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Should laws about sex and pornography be based on social conventions about what is disgusting? Should
felons be required to display bumper stickers or wear T-shirts that announce their crimes? This powerful and
elegantly written book, by one of America's most influential philosophers, presents a critique of the role that
shame and disgust play in our individual and social lives and, in particular, in the law.

Martha Nussbaum argues that we should be wary of these emotions because they are associated in troubling
ways with a desire to hide from our humanity, embodying an unrealistic and sometimes pathological wish to
be invulnerable. Nussbaum argues that the thought-content of disgust embodies "magical ideas of
contamination, and impossible aspirations to purity that are just not in line with human life as we know it."
She argues that disgust should never be the basis for criminalizing an act, or play either the aggravating or
the mitigating role in criminal law it currently does. She writes that we should be similarly suspicious of
what she calls "primitive shame," a shame "at the very fact of human imperfection," and she is harshly
critical of the role that such shame plays in certain punishments.

Drawing on an extraordinarily rich variety of philosophical, psychological, and historical references--from
Aristotle and Freud to Nazi ideas about purity--and on legal examples as diverse as the trials of Oscar Wilde
and the Martha Stewart insider trading case, this is a major work of legal and moral philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Tipton:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Hiding from Humanity: Disgust,
Shame, and the Law to read.

Marguerite Boutte:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get before. The Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law giving you an additional
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within
this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when
you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?

John Ray:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Hiding from Humanity: Disgust,
Shame, and the Law is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Shawn Mathison:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top list in your reading list is actually Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law.
This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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