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From an internationally renowned expert, here is an accessible and utterly fascinating one-volume history of
the Crusades, thrillingly told through the experiences of its many players—knights and sultans, kings and
poets, Christians and Muslims. Jonathan Phillips traces the origins, expansion, decline, and conclusion of the
Crusades and comments on their contemporary echoes—from the mysteries of the Templarsto the grim
reality of al-Qaeda. Holy Warriors puts the past in a new perspective and brilliantly sheds light on the origins
of today’ swars.

Starting with Pope Urban |1’ s emotive, groundbreaking speech in November 1095, in which he called for the
recovery of Jerusalem from Islam by the First Crusade, Phillips traces the centuries-long conflict between
two of the world' s great faiths. Using songs, sermons, narratives, and letters of the period, he reveals how the
success of the First Crusade inspired generations of kings to campaign for their own vainglory and set down
amarker for the knights of Europe, men who increasingly blurred the boundaries between chivalry and
crusading. In the Muslim world, early attempts to call ajihad fell upon deaf ears until the charisma of the
Sultan Saladin brought the struggle to aclimax. Y et the story that emerges has other dimensions—as never
before, Phillipsincorporates the holy wars within the story of medieval Christendom and Islam and shines
new light on many truces, alliances, and diplomatic efforts that have been forgotten over the centuries.

Holy Warriors also discusses how the term “crusade” survived into the modern era and how its redefinition
through romantic literature and the drive for colonial empires during the nineteenth century gave it an energy
and a resonance that persisted down to the alliance between Franco and the Church during the Spanish Civil
War and right up to George W. Bush’s pious “war on terror.”

Elegantly written, compulsively readable, and full of stunning new portraits of unforgettable real-life
figures—from Richard the Lionhearted to Melisende, the formidable crusader queen of Jerusalem—Holy

Warriorsis amust-read for anyone interested in medieval Europe, as well as for those seeking to understand
the history of religious conflict.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Rose Waldman:

The experience that you get from Holy Warriors may be the more deep you excavating the information that
hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but Holy Warriors giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this guideis
well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this Holy Warriors instantly.

William Jimenes:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Holy Warriors
suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Holy
Warriorsis asingle of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their plan in the ssmple way, and so al of people can easily to know the core of this
publication. This book will give you awide range of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Barbara Tucker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou must know that
reading is very important as well as book asto be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them isHoly Warriors.

Dale Vaught:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading aguide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the book Holy Warriors to make your current reading is
interesting. Y our current skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especialy. Itisto be
very first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the guide Holy Warriors can to be
your brand new friend when you're really feel aone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these
time.
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