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This book offers a novel interpretation of politics and identity in Ovid's epic poem of transformations, the
Metamorphoses. Reexamining the emphatically fictional character of the poem, Playing Gods argues that
Ovid uses the problem of fiction in the text to redefine the power of poetry in Augustan Rome. The book also
provides the fullest account yet of how the poem relates to the range of cultural phenomena that defined and
projected Augustan authority, including spectacle, theater, and the visual arts.

Andrew Feldherr argues that a key to the political as well as literary power of the Metamorphoses is the way
it manipulates its readers' awareness that its stories cannot possibly be true. By continually juxtaposing the
imaginary and the real, Ovid shows how a poem made up of fictions can and cannot acquire the authority
and presence of other discursive forms. One important way that the poem does this is through narratives that
create a "double vision" by casting characters as both mythical figures and enduring presences in the physical
landscapes of its readers. This narrative device creates the kind of tensions between identification and
distance that Augustan Romans would have felt when experiencing imperial spectacle and other
contemporary cultural forms.

Full of original interpretations, Playing Gods constructs a model for political readings of fiction that will be
useful not only to classicists but to literary theorists and cultural historians in other fields.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Clark:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Playing Gods: Ovid's Metamorphoses and
the Politics of Fiction is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Dwayne Moseley:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Playing Gods: Ovid's Metamorphoses and the Politics of Fiction as your
daily resource information.

Victoria Manson:

The reason? Because this Playing Gods: Ovid's Metamorphoses and the Politics of Fiction is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Shari Villa:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Playing Gods: Ovid's Metamorphoses and the Politics of Fiction this reserve consist
a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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