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The native Maya peoples of Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, and Belize have been remarkably successful in
maintaining their cultural identity during centuries of contact with and domination by outside groups. Yet
change is occurring in all Mayan communities as contact with Spanish-speaking Ladino society increases.
This book explores change and continuity in one of the most vital areas of Mayan culture—language use.

The authors look specifically at Kaqchikel, one of the most commonly spoken Mayan languages. Following
an examination of language contact situations among indigenous groups in the Americas, the authors proceed
to a historical overview of the use of Kaqchikel in the Guatemalan Highlands. They then present case studies
of three highland communities in which the balance is shifting between Kaqchikel and Spanish. Wuqu'
Ajpub', a native Kaqchikel speaker, gives a personal account of growing up negotiating between the two
languages and the different world views they encode. The authors conclude with a look at the Mayan
language revitalization movement and offer a scenario in which Kaqchikel and other Mayan languages can
continue to thrive.
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From reader reviews:

Inocencia Hensley:

The book The Life of Our Language: Kaqchikel Maya Maintenance, Shift, and Revitalization can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good
thing like a book The Life of Our Language: Kaqchikel Maya Maintenance, Shift, and Revitalization? Some
of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Life of Our Language: Kaqchikel Maya
Maintenance, Shift, and Revitalization has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Christopher Mueller:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this The Life of Our Language:
Kaqchikel Maya Maintenance, Shift, and Revitalization.

William McCown:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition details. Even you love The Life of Our Language: Kaqchikel Maya Maintenance, Shift,
and Revitalization, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Curt Stewart:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Life of Our Language: Kaqchikel
Maya Maintenance, Shift, and Revitalization that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply
by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all



you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick The Life of Our Language: Kaqchikel
Maya Maintenance, Shift, and Revitalization become your own personal starter.
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