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Every year migrants across the globe send more than $500 billion to relatives in their home countries, and
this circulation of money has important personal, cultural, and emotional implications for the immigrants and
their family members alike. Insufficient Funds tells the story of how low-wage Vietnamese immigrants in the
United States and their poor, non-migrant family members give, receive, and spend money.

Drawing on interviews and fieldwork with more than one hundred members of transnational families, Hung
Cam Thai examines how and why immigrants, who largely earn low wages as hairdressers, cleaners, and
other "invisible" workers, send home a substantial portion of their earnings, as well as spend lavishly on
relatives during return trips. Extending beyond mere altruism, this spending is motivated by complex social
obligations and the desire to gain self-worth despite their limited economic opportunities in the United
States. At the same time, such remittances raise expectations for standards of living, producing a cascade
effect that monetizes family relationships. Insufficient Funds powerfully illuminates these and other
contradictions associated with money and its new meanings in an increasingly transnational world.
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From reader reviews:

Daisy Richardson:

The book Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book
Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-
Wage Transnational Families has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Katherine Wilcoxon:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Insufficient Funds: The Culture of
Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Christopher Decker:

Beside this Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families in your phone, it
may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this
book along with read it from at this point!

Belinda Fergerson:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage
Transnational Families. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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