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Jacques Lacan claimed that his theory of feminine sexuality, including the infamous proposition, "the
Woman does not exist," constituted a revision of his earlier work on "the ethics of psychoanalysis." In
Imagine There's No Woman, Joan Copjec shows how Freud's ragtag, nearly incoherent notion of sublimation
was refashioned by Lacan to become the key term in his ethics. To trace the link between feminine being and
Lacan's ethics of sublimation, Copjec argues, one must take the negative proposition about the woman's
existence not as just another nominalist denunciation of thought's illusions about the existence of universals,
but as recognition of the power of thought, which posits and gives birth to the difference of objects from
themselves. While the relativist position currently dominant insists on the difference between my views and
another's, Lacan insists on this difference within the object I see. The popular position fuels the disaffection
with which we regard a world in a state of decomposition, whereas the Lacanian alternative urges our
investment in a world that awaits our invention.In the book's first part, Copjec explores positive acts of
invention/sublimation: Antigone's burial of her brother, the silhouettes by the young black artist Kara
Walker, Cindy Sherman's Untitled Film Stills, and Stella Dallas's final gesture toward her daughter in the
well-known melodrama. In the second part, the focus shifts to sublimation's adversary, the cruelly uncreative
superego, as Copjec analyzes Kant's concept of radical evil, envy's corruption of liberal demands for equality
and justice, and the difference between sublimation and perversion. Maintaining her focus on artistic texts,
she weaves her arguments through discussions of Pasolini's Salo, the film noir classic Laura, and the
Zapruder film of the Kennedy assassination.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Imagine There's No Woman: Ethics and Sublimation (MIT Press).

Lee Erbe:

This Imagine There's No Woman: Ethics and Sublimation (MIT Press) book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information
you will get. That Imagine There's No Woman: Ethics and Sublimation (MIT Press) without we realize teach
the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Imagine
There's No Woman: Ethics and Sublimation (MIT Press) can bring when you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This
Imagine There's No Woman: Ethics and Sublimation (MIT Press) having excellent arrangement in word and
also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

William Sanchez:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Imagine There's No Woman: Ethics and Sublimation
(MIT Press) as your daily resource information.

James Waddell:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Imagine There's No Woman: Ethics and Sublimation (MIT Press) can make you



truly feel more interested to read.
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