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In 1796, famed engineer and architect Benjamin Henry Latrobe toured the coal fields outside Richmond,
Virginia, declaring enthusiastically, "Such a mine of Wealth exists, I believe, nowhere else!" With its
abundant and accessible deposits, growing industries, and network of rivers and ports, Virginia stood poised
to serve as the center of the young nation's coal trade. By the middle of the nineteenth century, however,
Virginia's leadership in the American coal industry had completely unraveled while Pennsylvania, at first
slow to exploit its vast reserves of anthracite and bituminous coal, had become the country's leading
producer.

Sean Patrick Adams compares the political economies of coal in Virginia and Pennsylvania from the late
eighteenth century through the Civil War, examining the divergent paths these two states took in developing
their ample coal reserves during a critical period of American industrialization. In both cases, Adams finds,
state economic policies played a major role. Virginia's failure to exploit the rich coal fields in the western
part of the state can be traced to the legislature's overriding concern to protect and promote the interests of
the agrarian, slaveholding elite of eastern Virginia. Pennsylvania's more factious legislature enthusiastically
embraced a policy of economic growth that resulted in the construction of an extensive transportation
network, a statewide geological survey, and support for private investment in its coal fields.

Using coal as a barometer of economic change, Old Dominion, Industrial Commonwealth addresses
longstanding questions about North-South economic divergence and the role of state government in
American industrial development, providing new insights for both political and economic historians of
nineteenth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Nelson:

Here thing why this kind of Old Dominion, Industrial Commonwealth: Coal, Politics, and Economy in
Antebellum America (Studies in Early American Economy and Society from the Library Company of
Philadelphia) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Old Dominion,
Industrial Commonwealth: Coal, Politics, and Economy in Antebellum America (Studies in Early American
Economy and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia) giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Old Dominion, Industrial
Commonwealth: Coal, Politics, and Economy in Antebellum America (Studies in Early American Economy
and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up
your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You
can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Old Dominion, Industrial Commonwealth:
Coal, Politics, and Economy in Antebellum America (Studies in Early American Economy and Society from
the Library Company of Philadelphia) in e-book can be your option.

Stacy Vincent:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Old Dominion, Industrial
Commonwealth: Coal, Politics, and Economy in Antebellum America (Studies in Early American Economy
and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia) is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Walter Godinez:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Old Dominion, Industrial
Commonwealth: Coal, Politics, and Economy in Antebellum America (Studies in Early American Economy
and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia) is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual
e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.



Carmela Martin:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere?
It ok you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Old Dominion,
Industrial Commonwealth: Coal, Politics, and Economy in Antebellum America (Studies in Early American
Economy and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia) which is finding the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's find.
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