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This is an introduction to Optimality Theory, whose central idea is that surface forms of language reflect
resolutions of conflicts between competing constraints. A surface form is 'optimal' if it incurs the least
serious violations of a set of constraints, taking into account their hierarchical ranking. Languages differ in
the ranking of constraints; and any violations must be minimal. The book does not limit its empirical scope
to phonological phenomena, but also contains chapters on the learnability of OT grammars; OT's
implications for syntax; and other issues such as opacity. It also reviews in detail a selection of the
considerable research output which OT has already produced. Exercises accompany chapters 1-7, and there
are sections on further reading. Optimality Theory will be welcomed by any linguist with a basic knowledge
of derivational Generative Phonology.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Love:

The book Optimality Theory (Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book
Optimality Theory (Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics)? Some of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share
all of these. Book Optimality Theory (Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics) has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Gloria Wells:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Optimality
Theory (Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics) suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this
era. The actual book untitled Optimality Theory (Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics)is the one of several
books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained
their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will
give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in
this particular book.

Charles Massie:

You can get this Optimality Theory (Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics) by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
correct ways for you.

Belinda Hamilton:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Optimality Theory (Cambridge Textbooks in
Linguistics) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Optimality Theory
(Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading that will.
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