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Present-day America is perceived by many as immersed in a moral crisis, with national identity fractured and
uncertainty and anxiety about the future. Public schools in this country are, historically and still today, the
major institution charged with preserving and teaching the symbols of national identity and a morality that is
the concrete expression of those symbols and the ideas for which they stand. A widespread belief is that only
through schooling can America be saved from the current "crisis," but the schools have failed in this mission
and must be reformed.

In this book, Douglas McKnight develops a historical interpretation of how the New England Puritans
generated a powerful belief system and set of symbols that have fed American identity and contributed to
preserving and perpetuating it into the present time. He explores the relationship between the purposes of
education (and how this term has shifted in meaning) and the notion of an American identity and morality--
rooted in the Puritan concept of an "errand into the wilderness"--that serves a particular sacred/secular
purpose. The phrase "errand into the wilderness" is taken from a 1956 book by Perry Miller with this title,
where it refers to the Puritan dream of creating a city in the wilderness (the North American Colonies) that
would be a utopian community--a beacon for the rest of the world for how to organize and live in the ideal
religious community.

Highly pertinent to the current debate about the purposes and crisis in education and in America, morality in
schools, the cultural function of education, the changing nature of the language of education, the complex
relation of schooling and national identity, this book explicates these elements within the American psyche
by exploring the effects of the Puritan "symbolic narrative" at three different points in American history:
Puritans during the 1600s and 1700s; the Gilded Age, when the urban Protestant middle class ascended to
cultural dominance; and the present age.

Schooling, the Puritan Imperative, and the Molding of an American National Identity: Education's "Errand
Into the Wilderness" makes an important contribution to the fields of curriculum studies and the history of
education. It will interest students and scholars in these fields, as well as those in educational philosophy,
religion and education, intellectual and social history, and American studies.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Fleming:

The reason why? Because this Schooling, the Puritan Imperative, and the Molding of an American National
Identity: Education's "Errand Into the Wilderness" (Studies in Curriculum Theory Series) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret
it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Delores Moretti:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Schooling, the Puritan Imperative,
and the Molding of an American National Identity: Education's "Errand Into the Wilderness" (Studies in
Curriculum Theory Series) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Schooling, the Puritan
Imperative, and the Molding of an American National Identity: Education's "Errand Into the Wilderness"
(Studies in Curriculum Theory Series) become your current starter.

Donna Hoffmann:

This Schooling, the Puritan Imperative, and the Molding of an American National Identity: Education's
"Errand Into the Wilderness" (Studies in Curriculum Theory Series) is new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Schooling,
the Puritan Imperative, and the Molding of an American National Identity: Education's "Errand Into the
Wilderness" (Studies in Curriculum Theory Series) can be the light food for you because the information
inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.



Mario Curtin:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Schooling, the Puritan Imperative, and the Molding of an American National
Identity: Education's "Errand Into the Wilderness" (Studies in Curriculum Theory Series) we can get more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book
Schooling, the Puritan Imperative, and the Molding of an American National Identity: Education's "Errand
Into the Wilderness" (Studies in Curriculum Theory Series). You can more appealing than now.
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