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The assassination of Osama bin Laden by SEAL Team 6 in May 2011 will certainly figure among the
greatest achievements of US Special Forces. After nearly ten years of searching, they descended into his
Pakistan compound in the middle of the night, killed him, and secreted the body back into Afghanistan.
Interest in these forces had always been high, but it spiked to new levels following this success. There was a
larger lesson here too. For serious jobs, the president invariably turns to the US Special Forces: the SEALs,
Delta Force, the Green Berets, and the USAF's Special Tactics squad. Given that secretive grab-and-snatch
operations in remote locales characterize contemporary warfare as much as traditional firefights, the Special
Forces now fill a central role in American military strategy and tactics.

Not surprisingly, the daring and secretive nature of these commando operations has generated a great deal of
interest. The American public has an overwhelmingly favorable view of the forces, and nations around the
world recognize them as the most capable fighting units: the tip of the American spear, so to speak. But how
much do we know about them? What are their origins? What function do they fill in the larger military
structure? Who can become a member? What do trainees have to go through? What sort of missions do
Special Forces perform, and what are they expected to accomplish? Despite their importance, much of what
they do remains a mystery because their operations are clandestine and the sources elusive.

In The US Special Forces: What Everyone Needs to Know, eminent scholar John Prados brings his deep
expertise to the subject and provides a pithy primer on the various components of America's special forces.
The US military has long employed Special Forces in some form or another, but it was in the Cold War when
they assumed their present form, and in Vietnam where they achieved critical mass. Interestingly, the Special
Forces suffered a rapid decline in numbers after that conflict despite the fact that the United States had
already identified terrorism as a growing security threat. The revival of Special Forces began under the
Reagan administration. After 9/11 they experienced explosive growth, and are now integral to all US military
missions. Prados traces how this happened and examines the various roles the Special Forces now play. They
have taken over many functions of the regular military, a trend that Prados does not expect will end any time
soon.

This will be a definitive primer on the elite units in the most powerful military the world has ever known.
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From reader reviews:

Brandy Greenawalt:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be The US Special Forces: What Everyone Needs to Know? why
because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Karen Wilson:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The US Special Forces: What Everyone
Needs to Know? can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Gene Green:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes examining, not only
science book but novel and The US Special Forces: What Everyone Needs to Know? or others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The US Special Forces: What
Everyone Needs to Know? to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like
here.

Mary Bessler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this The US Special Forces: What Everyone
Needs to Know?.
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