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The story behind the writing of the best-selling Blue Highways is as fascinating as the epic trip itself. More
than thirty years after his 14,000-mile, 38-state journey, William Least Heat-Moon reflects on the four years
he spent capturing the lessons of the road trip on paper—the stops and starts in his composition process, the
numerous drafts and painstaking revisions, the depressing string of rejections by publishers, the strains on his
personal relationships, and many other aspects of the toil that went into writing his first book. Along the way,
he traces the hard lessons learned and offers guidance to aspiring and experienced writers alike. Far from
being a technical manual, Writing Blue Highways: The Story of How a Book Happenedis an adventure
story of its own, a journey of “exploration into the myriad routes of heart and mind that led to the making of
a book from the first sorry and now vanished paragraph to the last words that came not from a graphite
pencil but from a letterpress in Tennessee.”

Readers will not find a collection of abstract formulations and rules for writing; rather, this book gracefully
incorporates examples from Heat-Moon’s own experience. As he explains, “This story might be termed an
inadvertent autobiography written not by the traveler who took Ghost Dancing in 1978 over the byroads of
America but by a man only listening to him. That blue-roadman hasn’t been seen in more than a third of a
century, and over the last many weeks as I sketched in these pages, I’ve regretted his inevitable departure.”
Filtered as the struggles of the “blue-roadman” are through the awareness of someone more than thirty years
older with a half dozen subsequent books to his credit, the story of how his first book “happened” is all the
more resonant for readers who may not themselves be writers but who are interested in the tricky balance of
intuitive creation and self-discipline required for any artistic endeavor.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Larrick:

This Writing BLUE HIGHWAYS: The Story of How a Book Happened book is not really ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Writing BLUE HIGHWAYS: The Story of How a Book Happened
without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always
be worry Writing BLUE HIGHWAYS: The Story of How a Book Happened can bring once you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Writing BLUE HIGHWAYS: The Story of How a Book Happened having great arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Amos Curley:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Writing
BLUE HIGHWAYS: The Story of How a Book Happened suitable to you? The book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Writing BLUE HIGHWAYS: The Story of How a
Book Happenedis the main one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Faye Springer:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Writing BLUE HIGHWAYS: The Story of
How a Book Happened guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Writing BLUE
HIGHWAYS: The Story of How a Book Happened as good book not just by the cover but also through the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Naomi Dillon:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Writing BLUE HIGHWAYS: The Story of How a Book
Happened was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Writing BLUE
HIGHWAYS: The Story of How a Book Happened has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on



there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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