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If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That, by Thomas Klingler, is an in-depth study of the Creole language
spoken in Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana, a community situated on the west bank of the Mississippi River
above Baton Rouge that dates back to the early eighteenth century. The first comprehensive grammatical
description of this particular variety of Louisiana Creole, Klingler's work is timely indeed, since most Creole
speakers in the Pointe Coupee area are over sixty-five and the language is not being passed on to younger
generations. It preserves and explains an important yet little understood part of America's cultural heritage
that is rapidly disappearing.

The heart of the book is a detailed morphosyntactic description based on some 150 hours of interviews with
Pointe Coupee Creole speakers. Each grammatical feature is amply illustrated with contextual examples, and
Klingler's descriptive framework will facilitate comparative research. The author also provides historical and
sociolinguistic background information on the region, examining economic, demographic, and social
conditions that contributed to the formation and spread of Creole in Louisiana. Pointe Coupee Creole is
unusual, and in some cases unique, because of such factors as the parish's early exposure to English, its rapid
development of a plantation economy, and its relative insulation from Cajun French.

The volume concludes with transcriptions and English translations of Creole folk tales and of Klingler's
conversations with Pointe Coupee's residents, a treasure trove of cultural and linguistic raw data. This kind of
rarely printed material will be essential in preserving Creole in the future. Encylopedic in its approach and
featuring a comprehensive bibliography, If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That is a rich resource for those
interested in the development of Louisiana Creole and in Francophony.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Rubio:

The guide with title If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That: The Creole Language of Pointe Coupee Parish,
Louisiana has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book.
That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read it anywhere you want.

Barbara Bell:

The actual book If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That: The Creole Language of Pointe Coupee Parish,
Louisiana has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Robert Schneck:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That: The
Creole Language of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana can give you a lot of close friends because by you
checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? Let us have If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That: The Creole Language of Pointe Coupee Parish,
Louisiana.

Kristi Rowden:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That: The
Creole Language of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes If I Could Turn My Tongue
Like That: The Creole Language of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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