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Rather than a centralized state, Iran in the nineteenth century was a delicate balance between tribal groups,
urban merchant communities, religious elites, and an autocratic monarchy. While Russia gained an
increasingly dominant political role in Iran over the course of this century, Russian influence was often
challenged by banditry on the roads, riots in the cities, and the seeming arbitrariness of the Shah.

Iran and Russian Imperialism develops a comprehensive picture of Russia’s historical entanglements with
one of its most important neighbours in Asia. It recounts how the Russian Empire strived to gain political
influence at the Persian court, promote Russian trade, and secure the enormous southern borders of the
empire. Using hitherto often neglected documents from archives in Russia and Georgia and reading them
against the grain, this book reveals the complex reactions of different groups in Iranian society to Russian
imperialism. As it turns out, the Iranians were, in the words of the Russian orientalist Konstantin Smirnov,
"ideal anarchists," whose resistance to imperial domination, as well as to centralized state institutions more
generally, impacted developments in the region in the century to come.

Iran’s troubled relationship with the wider world continues to be a topic of considerable interest to historians,
yet little focus has been given to Russia’s historical connections to Iran. This book thus represents a valuable
contribution to Iranian and Russian History, as well as International Relations.
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From reader reviews:

Latosha Page:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Iran and Russian
Imperialism: The Ideal Anarchists, 1800-1914 (Iranian Studies) is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Terry Tatum:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
definitely Iran and Russian Imperialism: The Ideal Anarchists, 1800-1914 (Iranian Studies).

Eliza Gold:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Iran and Russian Imperialism: The Ideal Anarchists, 1800-
1914 (Iranian Studies) why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jennifer Fountain:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is definitely Iran and Russian Imperialism: The Ideal Anarchists, 1800-1914
(Iranian Studies). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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