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When a city wins the right to hold the Olympics, one of the oft cited advantages to the region is the catalytic
effect upon the urban and transport projects of the host cities. However, with unparalleled access to
documents and records, Eva Kassens-Noor questions and challenges this fundamental assertion of host cities
who claim to have used the Olympic Games as a way to move forward their urban agendas

In fact, transport dreams to stage the "perfect games" of the International Olympic Committee and the
governments of the host cities have lead to urban realities that significantly differ from the development path
the city had set out to accomplish before winning the Olympic bid. Ultimately it is precisely the IOC’s
influence – and the city’s foresight and sophistication (or lack thereof) in coping with it – that determines
whether years after the Games there are legacies benefitting the former hosts.

The text is supported by revealing interviews from lead host city planners and key documents, which
highlight striking discrepancies between media broadcasts and the internal communications between the IOC
and host city governments. It focuses on the inside story of the urban and transport change process
undergone by four cities (Barcelona, Atlanta, Sydney, and Athens) that staged the Olympics and forecasts
London and Rio de Janeiro’s urban trajectories. The final chapter advises cities on how to leverage the
Olympic opportunity to advance their long-run urban strategic plans and interests while fulfilling the
International Olympic Committee’s fundamental requirements.

This is a uniquely positioned look at why Olympic cities have – or do not have – the transport and urban
legacies they had wished for. The book will be of interest to planners, government agencies and
those involved in organizing future Games.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Rodriguez:

The book Planning Olympic Legacies: Transport Dreams and Urban Realities gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book
Planning Olympic Legacies: Transport Dreams and Urban Realities to get your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Planning Olympic Legacies: Transport Dreams and
Urban Realities. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Glenda Rizzo:

The book Planning Olympic Legacies: Transport Dreams and Urban Realities can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing
like a book Planning Olympic Legacies: Transport Dreams and Urban Realities? Several of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Planning Olympic Legacies: Transport Dreams and Urban
Realities has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Darrin Russell:

The feeling that you get from Planning Olympic Legacies: Transport Dreams and Urban Realities could be
the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Planning Olympic Legacies: Transport
Dreams and Urban Realities giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this particular Planning Olympic Legacies: Transport Dreams and Urban Realities instantly.

Heather Stewart:

Often the book Planning Olympic Legacies: Transport Dreams and Urban Realities has a lot associated with
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this book.
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