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How did Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday become a national holiday? Why do we exchange presents on
Christmas and Chanukah? What do bunnies have to do with Easter? How did Earth Day become a global
holiday? These questions and more are answered in this fascinating exploration into the history and meaning
of holidays and rituals. Edited by Amitai Etzioni, one of the most influential social and political thinkers of
our time, this collection provides a compelling overview of the impact that holidays and rituals have on our
family and communal life.

From community solidarity to ethnic relations to religious traditions, We Are What We Celebrate argues
that holidays such as Halloween, Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, New Y ear's Eve, and Valentine's Day play an
important role in reinforcing, and sometimes redefining, our values as a society. The collection brings
together classic and original essaysthat, for the first time, offer acomprehensive overview and analysis of
the important role such celebrations play in maintaining amoral order as well asin cementing family bonds,
building community relations and creating national identity. The essays cover such topics as the creation of
Thanksgiving as a national holiday; the importance of holidays for children; the mainstreaming of Kwanzaa;
and the controversy over Columbus Day celebrations.

Compelling and often surprising, thislook at holidays and rituals brings new meaning to not just the ways we
celebrate but to what those celebrations tell us about ourselves and our communities.

Contributors: Theodore Caplow, Gary Cross, Matthew Dennis, Amitai Etzioni, John R. Gillis, Ellen M.
Litwicki, Diana Muir, Francesca Polletta, Elizabeth H. Pleck, David E. Proctor, Mary F. Whiteside, and
AnnaDay Wilde.
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From reader reviews:
Marina Rutt:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y eah, you can
choose the suitabl e activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to typicaly the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled We Are
What We Celebrate: Understanding Holidays and Rituals? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Shawna Vaughn:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book We Are What We Celebrate: Understanding
Holidays and Rituals will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored.
It isfar from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Charles Owens:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for awhile isreading. Sure, by
reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific We Are What We Celebrate:
Understanding Holidays and Rituals book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Shawn Martinez;

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever smply by searching fromiit. It is named of
book We Are What We Celebrate: Understanding Holidays and Rituals. Y ou can add your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read.
It ismost crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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