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Before the Second World War, social scientists struggled to define and defend their disciplines. After the
war, "high modern” social scientists harnessed new resources in aquest to create a unified understanding of
human behavior—and to remake the world in the image of their new model man.

In Age of System, Hunter Heyck explains why social scientists—shaped by encounters with the ongoing
"organizational revolution" and its revolutionary technologies of communication and control—embraced a
new and extremely influential perspective on science and nature, one that conceived of al thingsin terms of
system, structure, function, organization, and process. He also explores how this emerging unified theory of
human behavior implied a troubling similarity between humans and machines, with freighted implications
for individual liberty and self-direction.

These social scientists trained a generation of decision-makersin schools of business and public
administration, wrote the basic textbooks from which millions learned how the economy, society, polity,
culture, and even the mind worked, and drafted the position papers, books, and articles that hel ped set the
terms of public discoursein anew era of mass media, think tanks, and issue networks. Drawing on close
readings of key texts and a broad survey of more than 1,800 journal articles, Heyck follows the dollars—and
the dreams—of a generation of scholars that believed in "the system.” He maps the broad landscape of
changesin the social sciences, focusing especially intently on the ideas and practices associated with
modernization theory, rational choice theory, and modeling. A highly accomplished historian, Heyck relays
this complicated story with unusual clarity.
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From reader reviews:
Charles Ginter:

This Age of System are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of
this Age of System can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book
and printed types. Beside that this Age of System giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. S0, let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

William Burns;

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, ssmply because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Age of System provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Jean Gaskin:

Beside thiskind of Age of System in your phone, it can give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge
or data. The information and the knowledge you can got hereis fresh through the oven so don't be worry if
you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Age of System because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book along with read it from right now!

Keith Reese:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Age of System when you essential it?
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