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Is today's language at an all-time low? Are pronunciations like cawfee and chawklit bad English? Is slang
like my bad or hook up improper? Is it incorrect to mix English and Spanish, as in Yo quiero Taco Bell? Can
you write Who do you trust? rather than Whom do you trust? Linguist Edwin Battistella takes a hard look at
traditional notions of bad language, arguing that they are often based in sterile conventionality.

Examining grammar and style, cursing, slang, and political correctness, regional and ethnic dialects, and
foreign accents and language mixing, Battistella discusses the strong feelings evoked by language variation,
from objections to the pronunciation NU-cu-lar to complaints about bilingual education. He explains the
natural desire for uniformity in writing and speaking and traces the association of mainstream norms to ideas
about refinement, intelligence, education, character, national unity and political values. Battistella argues that
none of these qualities is inherently connected to language.

It is tempting but wrong, Battistella argues, to think of slang, dialects and nonstandard grammar as simply
breaking the rules of good English. Instead, we should view language as made up of alternative forms of
orderliness adopted by speakers depending on their purpose. Thus we can study the structure and context of
nonstandard language in order to illuminate and enrich traditional forms of language, and make policy
decisions based on an informed engagement.

Re-examining longstanding and heated debates, Bad Language will appeal to a wide spectrum of readers
engaged and interested in the debate over what constitutes proper language.
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From reader reviews:

Lynda Wright:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book Bad Language: Are Some Words Better than Others? had been
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The reserve Bad Language: Are Some Words Better than Others? is not only giving you
a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Bad Language: Are Some Words
Better than Others?. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Celeste Silver:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Bad
Language: Are Some Words Better than Others?, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Elizabeth Maez:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Bad Language: Are Some Words Better than Others?
can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Bad Language: Are Some Words Better than
Others?.

Danny Padilla:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Bad Language: Are Some Words Better than
Others? to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and
looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that
the guide Bad Language: Are Some Words Better than Others? can to be your new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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