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Defenders of the Motherland studies how the most powerful social groups in tsarist Russia reacted to the
challenges posed by the Russian Revolutions of 1917. Arguing that elite groups-especially nobles,
landowners, and officers-played an important role in these events, Matthew Rendle shows how the alienation
of tsarist elites from the tsar during the First World War and their support for the new Provisional
Government in February 1917 secured the initial
success of the revolution.

Elites engaged actively with revolutionary politics, serving in the government and forming unions to promote
their interests and gather wider support. In doing so, they fostered fears of counter-revolution amongst the
lower social classes, radicalizing the popular mood and paving the way for the Bolsheviks.

Although increasingly disillusioned with events, elites were not solely counter-revolutionary and were far
from united. A poorly-supported military revolt in August 1917 demonstrated different aspirations for the
future, whilst as many served the Bolshevik regime after October 1917 as opposed it. The divisions that had
existed prior to 1917, exacerbated by the revolution, consequently undermined the White armies' opposition
to Bolshevism during Russia's civil war. Nevertheless, the Bolsheviks'
fear of 'class enemies' was endemic, and their obsession with removing the threat that former elites posed
laid the foundations of the violent and repressive Soviet regime.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Soderquist:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Defenders of the Motherland:
The Tsarist Elite in Revolutionary Russia is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Virginia Cherry:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Defenders of the Motherland: The
Tsarist Elite in Revolutionary Russia book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Alysa Appel:

The actual book Defenders of the Motherland: The Tsarist Elite in Revolutionary Russia has a lot info on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after reading this article book.

Jeremy Reed:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Defenders of the Motherland: The Tsarist
Elite in Revolutionary Russia to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
start a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Defenders of the Motherland: The Tsarist Elite in
Revolutionary Russia can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of that time.
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