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Thisisthefirst systematic critique of Edward Said's influential work, Orientalism, a book that for almost
three decades has received wide acclaim, voluminous commentary, and translation into more than fifteen
languages. Said’ s main thesis was that the Western image of the East was heavily biased by colonialist
attitudes, racism, and more than two centuries of political exploitation. Although Said’ s critique was
controversial, the impact of hisideas has been a pervasive rethinking of Western perceptions of Eastern
cultures, plus atendency to view all scholarship in Oriental Studies as tainted by considerations of power and
prejudice.

In this thorough reconsideration of Said's famous work, 1bn Warraq argues that Said’ s case against the West
is serioudly flawed. Warrag accuses Said of not only willfully misinterpreting the work of many scholars, but
also of systematically misrepresenting Western civilization as a whole. With example after example, he
shows that ever since the Greeks Western civilization has aways had a strand in its very makeup that has
accepted non-Westerners with open arms and has ever been open to foreign ideas.

The author also criticizes Said for inadequate methodology, incoherent arguments, and a faulty historical
understanding. He points out, not only Said’ s tendentious interpretations, but historical howlers that would
make a sophomore blush.

Warraq further looks at the destructive influence of Said's study on the history of Western painting,
especialy of the 19th century, and shows how, once again, the epigones of Said have succeeded in relegating

thousands of first-class paintings to the lofts and storage rooms of major museums.

An extended appendix reconsiders the value of 18th- and 19th-century Orientalist scholars and artists, whose
work fell into disrepute as aresult of Said's work.
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From reader reviews:
Angela Caves:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Defending the West: A Critique of Edward Said's Orientalism.

Daniel Hartung:

Now aday people who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How alot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Defending the West: A Critique of
Edward Said's Orientalism book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
detailsin this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Stan Smith:

The experience that you get from Defending the West: A Critique of Edward Said's Orientalism will be the
more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Defending the West: A Critique of Edward Said's
Orientalism giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Thereforeitis
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this kind of Defending the West: A Critique of Edward Said's Orientalism instantly.

Willie Callins:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information originating from abook. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled
update of news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media socia similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the Defending the West: A Critique of Edward Said's Orientalism when you
needed it?
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