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Francis Watkins was an eminent figure in his field of mathematical and optical instrument making in mid-
eighteenth century London. Working from original documents, Brian Gee has uncovered the life and times of
an optical instrument maker, who - at first glance - was not among the most prominent in his field. In fact,
because Francis Watkins came from a landed background, the diversification of his assets enabled him to
weather particular business storms - discussed in this book - where colleagues without such an economic
cushion, were pushed into bankruptcy or forced to emigrate. He played an important role in one of the most
significant legal cases to touch this profession, namely the patenting of the achromatic lens in telescopes.
The book explains Watkins's origins, and how and why he was drawn into partnership with the famous
Dollond firm, who at that point were Huguenot incomers. The patent for the achromatic telescope has never
been satisfactorily explained in the literature, and the author has gone back to the original legal documents,
never before consulted. He teases out the problems, lays out the evidence, and comes to some interesting
new conclusions, showing the Dollonds as hard-headed and ruthless businessmen, ultimately extremely
successful. The latter part of the book accounts for the successors of Francis Watkins, and their decline after
over a century of successful business in central London.
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From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Francis Watkins and the Dollond Telescope Patent Controversy
(Science, Technology and Culture, 1700–1945). Try to the actual book Francis Watkins and the Dollond
Telescope Patent Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700–1945) as your buddy. It means that it
can being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Joshua Nichols:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Francis Watkins and the Dollond Telescope Patent
Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700–1945) can be great book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

Walter Rojas:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this book. This Francis Watkins and the Dollond
Telescope Patent Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700–1945) is simple bringing you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Judy Sigmund:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Francis Watkins and the Dollond Telescope Patent Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture,
1700–1945) when you needed it?
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