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Exploring individual and collective formation of gender identities, this book contributes to current scholarly
discourses by examining plays in the genre of 'erudite comedy' (commedia erudita), which was extremely
popular among sixteenth-century Italians from the elite classes. Author Yael Manes investigates five erudite
comedies-Ludovico Ariosto's I suppositi (1509), NiccolÃ² Machiavelli's La Mandragola (1518) and Clizia
(1525), Antonio Landi's Il commodo (1539), and Giovan Maria Cecchi's La stiava (1546)-to consider how
erudite comedies functioned as ideological battlefields where the gender system of patriarchy was examined,
negotiated, and critiqued. These plays reflect the patriarchal order of their elite social milieu, but they also
offer a unique critical vantage point on the paradoxical formation of patriarchal masculinity. On the one
hand, patriarchal ideology rejects the mother and forbids her as an object of desire; on the other hand,
patriarchal male identity revolves around representations of motherhood. Ultimately, the comedies reflect the
desire of the Italian Renaissance male elite for women who will provide children to their husbands but not
actively assume the role of a mother. In sum, Manes reveals a wide cultural understanding that motherhood-
as an activity that women undertake, not simply a relational position they occupy-challenges patriarchy
because it bestows women with agency, power, and authority. Manes here recovers the complexity of
Renaissance Italian discourse on gender and identity formation by approaching erudite comedies not only as
mirrors of their audiences but also as vehicles for contemporary audiences' ideological, psychological, and
emotional expressions.
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From reader reviews:

Jodi Harper:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Motherhood and Patriarchal Masculinities in Sixteenth-
Century Italian Comedy (Studies in Performance and Early Modern Drama). Try to make book Motherhood
and Patriarchal Masculinities in Sixteenth-Century Italian Comedy (Studies in Performance and Early
Modern Drama) as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Joan Ortega:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Motherhood and
Patriarchal Masculinities in Sixteenth-Century Italian Comedy (Studies in Performance and Early Modern
Drama) suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Motherhood and Patriarchal Masculinities in Sixteenth-Century Italian Comedy (Studies in
Performance and Early Modern Drama)is one of several books which everyone read now. That book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Jeff Jones:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Motherhood and Patriarchal
Masculinities in Sixteenth-Century Italian Comedy (Studies in Performance and Early Modern Drama)
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Nicholas Ko:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Motherhood and Patriarchal Masculinities in
Sixteenth-Century Italian Comedy (Studies in Performance and Early Modern Drama) was colorful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Motherhood and Patriarchal Masculinities in Sixteenth-
Century Italian Comedy (Studies in Performance and Early Modern Drama) has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you



are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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