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In 1832 William Jardine and James M atheson established what would become the greatest British trading
company in East Asiain the nineteenth century. After the termination of the East India Company's monopoly
in the teatrade, Jardine, Matheson & Company's aggressive marketing strategies concentrated on the export
of teas and the import of opium, sold offshore to Chinese smugglers. Jardine and Matheson, recognized as
giants on the scene at Macao, Canton, and Hong Kong, have often been depicted as one-dimensional villains
whose opium commerce was ruthless and whose imperial drive was insatiable. In Opium and Empire,
Richard Grace explores the depths of each man, their complicated and sometimes inconsistent internal
workings, and their achievements and failures. He details their decades-long journeys between Britain and
China, their business strategies and standards of conduct, and their inventiveness as "gentlemanly
capitalists." The commaodities they marketed also included cotton, rice, textile goods, and silks and they
functioned as agents for clientsin India, Britain, Singapore, and Australia. During the First Opium War
Jardine was in London giving advice to Lord Palmerston, while Matheson was detained under house arrest at
Canton in the spring of 1839, an incident which helped prompt the armed British response. Moving beyond
the caricatures of earlier accounts, Opium and Empire tells the story of two Scotsmen whose lives reveal a
great deal about the type of tough-minded men who expanded the global markets of Victorian Britain and
played major roles in changing the course of modern history in East Asia.
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From reader reviews:
Jean McFerren:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Opium and Empire: The Lives and Careers of William Jardine and James Matheson
book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer regarding Opium and Empire: The Lives and Careers of William Jardine and James Matheson
content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonethel ess thinking Opium and Empire: The Lives
and Careers of William Jardine and James Matheson is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Bradley Har shbarger:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of timeto read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be go through. Opium and Empire: The Lives and Careers of William Jardine and James
Matheson can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Lynn Lambert:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make
aprofessional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find alot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.

Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is Opium and Empire: The Lives and Careers of William Jardine and James Matheson
this e-book consist alot of the information from the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented
how does the world has grown up. The diaect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Karen Strange:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media socia
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. Y ou can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Opium and Empire: The Lives and Careers of William Jardine and James M atheson when
you required it?
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