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The regimental system has been the foundation of the British army for three hundred years. Thisiconoclastic
study shows how it was refashioned in the late nineteenth century, and how it was subsequently and
repeatedly reinvented to suit the changing roles that were forced upon the army.

Based upon a combination of official papers, private papers and personal reminiscences, and upon research
in the National Archives, regimental museums and collections, and other depositories, this book challenges
the assumptions of both the exponents and detractors of the system. The author, David French, shows that
there was not one, but several, regimental systems and he demonstrates that localised recruiting was usually
afailure. Many regiments were never able to draw more than asmall

proportion of their recruits from their own districts. He shows that regimental |oyalties were not a primordial
force; regimental authorities had to create them and in the late nineteenth century they manufactured new
traditions with gusto, whilst in both World Wars regimental postings quickly broke

down and regiments had to take recruits from wherever they could find them. French also argues that the
notion that the British army was bad at fighting big battles because the regimental system created a parochial
military cultureisfacile.

Thisisthe first book to strip away the myths that have been deliberately manufactured to justify or to
condemn the regimental system and to uncover the reality beneath them. It thusilluminates our
understanding of the past while simultaneously throwing glaring new light on the still continuing debate over
the place of the regimental system in the modern army today.
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From reader reviews:
Jesse Williams:;

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Military Identities:
The Regimental System, the British Army, and the British People ¢.1870-2000 is kind of e-book whichis
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Adrian Kester:

The particular book Military Identities: The Regimental System, the British Army, and the British People
€.1870-2000 has alot details on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was
published by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

James Thrasher:

Isit aperson who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Military Identities: The Regimental
System, the British Army, and the British People ¢.1870-2000 can be the reply, oh how comes? The new
book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh erais common
not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Kay Newberry:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. Aswe
know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book Military Identities: The Regimental System, the British Army, and the British People
€.1870-2000 we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person
must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life at thistime book Military Identities: The Regimental System, the British Army, and the
British People ¢.1870-2000. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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