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The Phantom of the Ego is the first comparative study that shows how the modernist account of the
unconscious anticipates contemporary discoveries about the importance of mimesis in the formation of
subjectivity. Rather than beginning with Sigmund Freud as the father of modernism, Nidesh Lawtoo starts
with Friedrich Nietzsche’s antimetaphysical diagnostic of the ego, his realization that mimetic
reflexes—from sympathy to hypnosis, to contagion, to crowd behavior—move the soul, and his insistence
that psychology informs philosophical reflection. Through a transdisciplinary, comparative reading of
landmark modernist authors like Nietzsche, Joseph Conrad, D. H. Lawrence, and Georges Bataille, Lawtoo
shows that, before being a timely empirical discovery, the “mimetic unconscious” emerged from an untimely
current in literary and philosophical modernism. This book traces the psychological, ethical, political, and
cultural implications of the realization that the modern ego is born out of the spirit of imitation; it is thus,
strictly speaking, not an ego, but what Nietzsche calls, “a phantom of the ego.” The Phantom of the Ego
opens up a Nietzschean back door to the unconscious that has mimesis rather than dreams as its via regia,
and argues that the modernist account of the “mimetic unconscious” makes our understanding of the psyche
new.
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From reader reviews:

James Newman:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for all of us. The book The Phantom of the Ego: Modernism and the Mimetic
Unconscious (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) ended up being making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book The
Phantom of the Ego: Modernism and the Mimetic Unconscious (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book The
Phantom of the Ego: Modernism and the Mimetic Unconscious (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture).
You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Daniel Gordon:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new book. It
is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to reading
a book. The book The Phantom of the Ego: Modernism and the Mimetic Unconscious (Studies in Violence,
Mimesis, & Culture) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not
too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Phyllis Granger:

This The Phantom of the Ego: Modernism and the Mimetic Unconscious (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, &
Culture) is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal
with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great
coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Phantom of the Ego: Modernism and the
Mimetic Unconscious (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
second right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you still doubt this?

Eileen Schmitt:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or



just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Phantom of the
Ego: Modernism and the Mimetic Unconscious (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) which is finding
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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