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Seminar paper from the year 2001 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Culture and
Applied Geography, grade: very good, University of Salzburg (AnglisticsAmerican Studies), course: Jazz
and American Popular Music, 13 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: To many people,
the relationship between the terms “jazz” on the one hand and “ poetry” on the other hand might be anything
else but obvious. On the one hand, jazz, one may argue, is atype of music, most of the time associated with
black musicians, used for relaxation purposes or which is suitable for anice evening out listening to a
concert. The term poetry, on the other hand, is mainly associated with well-known poets like W.Shakespeare,
W.Wordsworth, or W.B.Y eats. Everybody had to sit in school, learn poems by heart and had to recite them.
Furthermore in poetry, concepts of rhymes, stanzas, rhythm, or metre have a major importance. Most of the
time, poems have to be interpreted to fully get their meaning, which as well might be an obstacle to many
readers to enjoy them, for inexplicable reasons.

As mentioned above, poetry is closely linked to terms like rhythm and rhyme, and so is music. Almost any
pop-song which has been composed in the last decades has a certain structure, a meaning when it has been
interpreted, their lines rhyme and they are sung in a certain rhythm by the artists. We can observe the same
phenomenon in jazz, where the artists sing or play on stage, they want to make their message clear to the
audience that dances according to the rhythm and listens to the lyrics of the song. Thus, one might argue,
there is amore than close and obvious link between jazz and poetry. Brian Dorsey, for example, states that
“poetry and music are two expressive idioms that naturally complement each other” (ii)1. Many jazz-poets
have set their lines to jazz, or even performed their po-ems with musical accompaniment.

In this seminar-paper, | will deal with the link between jazz and poetry. At the beginning of this piece, | will
define the concept of jazz-poetry, which has been aterm in English Literary Criticism for many decades
now. Furthermore, the paper will also deal with contemporary jazz-poetry. Starting from dialect poetry
(Dunbar), moving on to one of its main and most important representatives, Langston Hughes, this paper
then will compare jazz-poetry at the turn of the last century to contemporary jazz-poetry, interestingly
enough at the turn of a new millennium. The comparison will not only focus on sociocultural backgrounds
influencing music and poetry at specific times, but will also deal with the poems’ topics, how poems are
structured, and their, if there are any, peculiarities, differences or similarities.
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From reader reviews:
Diana Elliott:

The book JAZZ POETRY : Beginnings and its contemporary devel opments can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book JAZZ POETRY:
Beginnings and its contemporary developments? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could
share al of these. Book JAZZ POETRY : Beginnings and its contemporary developments has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by
available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

LauraHargis:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading addiction
giveyou lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The JAZZ POETRY : Beginnings
and its contemporary developmentsis kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Shawn Howe:

The e-book untitled JAZZ POETRY : Beginnings and its contemporary developmentsis the e-book that
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer
was did alot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of JAZZ POETRY : Beginnings and its
contemporary developments from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

Veronica L opez:

JAZZ POETRY': Beginnings and its contemporary developments can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. We al recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
JAZZ POETRY : Beginnings and its contemporary developments although doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest a ong with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.
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