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Modern theory needs a history lesson. Neither Marx nor Nietzsche first gave us theory—Hegel did. To
support this contention, Andrew Col€e's The Birth of Theory presents arefreshingly clear and lively account
of the origins and legacy of Hegel’ s dialectic as theory. Cole explains how Hegel boldly broke from modern
philosophy when he adopted medieval dialectical habits of thought to fashion his own dialectic. While his
contemporaries rejected premodern dialectic as outdated dogma, Hegel embraced both its emphasis on
language as thought and its fascination with the categories of identity and difference, creating what we now
recognize as theory, distinct from systematic philosophy. Not content merely to change philosophy, Hegel
also used this dialectic to expose the persistent archaism of modern life itself, Cole shows, establishing a
method of social analysis that has influenced everyone from Marx and the nineteenth-century Hegelians, to
Nietzsche and Bakhtin, al the way to Deleuze and Jameson.

By uncovering these theoretical filiations across time, The Birth of Theory will not only change the way we
read Hegel, but also the way we think about the histories of theory. With chapters that powerfully reanimate
the overly familiar topics of ideology, commodity fetishism, and political economy, along with a
groundbreaking reinterpretation of Hegel’ s famous master/slave diaectic, The Birth of Theory places the
disciplines of philosophy, literature, and history in conversation with one another in an unprecedented way.
Daring to reconcile the sworn enemies of Hegelianism and Deleuzianism, this timely book will revitalize
diaecticsfor the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:
Shawn Midkiff:

The book The Birth of Theory give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Birth of Theory being
your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
some or al subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a book The Birth of Theory.
Kinds of book are severa. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Millicent Doty:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the erawhich can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
aperson isyou don't know what kind you should start with. This The Birth of Theory is our recommendation
to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Juanita Stoneman:

The reason? Because this The Birth of Theory is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So, it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of advantages
than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
hold off having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Georgia Cunningham:

In this erawhich isthe greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. On the
list of booksin the top checklist in your reading list is The Birth of Theory. This book and that is qualified as
The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.
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