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Consulting the work of well-known and obscure al-Qaeda theoreticians, Michael W. S. Ryan finds Jihadist
terrorism has more in common with the principles of Maoist guerrilla warfare than mainstream Islam.
Encouraging strategists and researchers to devote greater attention to Jihadi ideas rather than Jihadist military
operations, Ryan builds a more effective framework for analyzing al-Qaeda s plans against America and
constructs a more compelling counternarrative to the West’ s supposed “war on Islam.”

Ryan uniquely examines the Salafist Jihadist roots of al-Qaeda ideology and the contributions of its most
famous founders, Osama Bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri, in a political-military context. He also reads the
Arabic-language works of lesser known theoreticians who have played an instrumental rolein framing al-
Qaeda’ s so-called “war of the oppressed.” These authors readily cite the guerrilla strategies of Mao, Che
Guevara, and the mastermind of the Vietham War, General Giap. They also incorporate the arguments of
American theorists writing on “fourth generation warfare.” By examining these texts, readers experience
events as insiders see them, and by concentrating on the activities and pronouncements of al-Qaeda’ s thought
leaders, especially in Y emen, they discern the direct link between al-Qaeda stactics and trends in anti-U.S.
terrorism. Ryan shows al-Qaeda’ s political-military strategy to be a revolutionary and largely secular
departure from a classic Muslim conception of jihad, adding an invaluable dimension to the operational,
psychological, and informational strategies already deployed by America s military in the region.
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From reader reviews:
Cornell Neal:

In other case, little folks like to read book Decoding Al-Qaeda's Strategy: The Deep Battle Against America
(Columbia Studies in Terrorism and Irregular Warfare). Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. So long as we know about how isimportant the book Decoding Al-Qaeda's Strategy: The Deep Battle
Against America (Columbia Studiesin Terrorism and Irregular Warfare). Y ou can add information and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Martha Robertson:

This book untitled Decoding Al-Qaedas Strategy: The Deep Battle Against America (Columbia Studiesin
Terrorism and Irregular Warfare) to be one of severa books that best seller in this year, that's because when
you read this guide you can get alot of benefit in it. Y ou will easily to buy this book in the book store or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this e-book from your list.

Paul Frazier:

That publication can make you to fed relax. This specific book Decoding Al-Qaeda's Strategy: The Deep
Battle Against America (Columbia Studiesin Terrorism and Irregular Warfare) was bright colored and of
course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Decoding Al-Qaeda's Strategy: The Deep Battle Against
America (Columbia Studiesin Terrorism and Irregular Warfare) has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character
on there. Therefore, not at al of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.

Peter Singleton:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is created or printed or created from each source thisfilled update of news.
In this particular modern eralike at this point, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the Decoding Al-Qaeda's Strategy: The Deep Battle Against America (Columbia
Studiesin Terrorism and Irregular Warfare) when you needed it?
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