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John Agresto spent nine months in Iraq—from September 2003 to June 2004—working under Ambassador
Paul Bremer as senior adviser to the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research. His daunting task
was to assist Iraqis in rebuilding their once distinguished system of colleges, universities, and vocational
schools. As he left Iraq, Agresto was asked by the Pentagon to write a few paragraphs about the “lessons
learned” during his time there. Those paragraphs were never written, but a book was born instead. Mugged
by Reality is partly the memoir of an American civilian and educator trying to help a devastated country
revive its educational institutions. It is also a compendium of the successes and failures that followed in the
wake of Iraq’s liberation. Many books discuss what the United States and its allies did or didn’t do, making
our mistakes look simple in hindsight: we disbanded the army, we didn’t have enough troops, we de-
Ba’athified too thoroughly. If only we had done things differently, they say. But the sober truth is that we
have been thwarted not simply by failures to “understand the culture of the Middle East,” but by failures of
Americans in Iraq to understand their own culture and what America really stands for. In the end, Mugged
by Reality offers “lessons learned” not only about Iraq and Middle Eastern culture, but also about American
democracy and about our common human nature.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Silva:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Mugged By Reality: The
Liberation of Iraq and the Failure of Good Intentions? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Sandra Phillips:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Mugged
By Reality: The Liberation of Iraq and the Failure of Good Intentions book as beginning and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Donna Moore:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Mugged By Reality: The
Liberation of Iraq and the Failure of Good Intentions which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.

Christopher Pipkin:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Mugged By Reality: The Liberation
of Iraq and the Failure of Good Intentions can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one
book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have
Mugged By Reality: The Liberation of Iraq and the Failure of Good Intentions.
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