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The British Empire was the first genuinely global empire, an empire that ranged, at times, from the American
colonies in the West, Australia and New Zealand in the East, Canada and her dominions in the North and
huge chunks of Africa in the South, including Egypt and Rhodesia.

The history of the British Empire can be divided into two parts. The First Empire, which arose in the 17th
century, consisted of North America and the Caribbean and was settled and colonised by British immigrants.
This empire basically died with the American Revolution in 1776. The Second Empire arose as the first was
dying and was founded primarily for the purpose of foreign trade and consisted of countries in the Pacific, in
Africa, and India. In the 20th century, the British Empire practically dissolved and finally replaced by the
Commonwealth.

The first question to ask is why did the British feel the need to expand overseas? One of the main reasons
was an economic one and was similar to motives that drove Spain and other European powers to expand
their holdings: it was the desire for profitable trade, plunder and enrichment. The overseas expansion, apart
from the interest of the City of London, was backed by other important interest groups: manufacturers who
needed a vent for their surplus products, export merchants who handled their goods, and import merchants
and their associates who dealt with the re-export trades. Expansion abroad also conferred indirect benefits on
the home government, which gained from enlarged customer revenues, on the landed interest, which in
consequence enjoyed favourable tax treatment, and on investors in national debt, whose returns rose when
borrowing and interest rates increased. Therefore, the growth of the British Empire was due in large part to
the ongoing competition for resources and markets that existed over a period of centuries between England
and her continental rivals, Spain, France, and Holland.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Clothier:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge
disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The British
Empire in Retrospect as your daily resource information.

Michael Colburn:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the guide untitled The British Empire in Retrospect can be great book to read. May be it might
be best activity to you.

Douglas Quintanar:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent
all day every day to reading a guide. The book The British Empire in Retrospect it doesn't matter what good
to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses
high quality.

Chris Walker:

You can get this The British Empire in Retrospect by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by
e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.
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