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For over two centuries, critics and the black community have tended to approach African-American literature
as simply one more front in the important war against racism, valuing slave narratives and twentieth-century
works alike, primarily for their political impact.
In this volume, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., a leading scholar in African-American studies, attacks the notion of
African-American literature as a kind of social realism. Insisting, instead, that critics focus on the most
repressed element of African-American criticism--the language of the text--Gates advocates the use of a
close, methodical analysis of language, made possible by modern literary theory. Throughout his study,
Gates incorporates the theoretical insights of critics such as Bakhtin, Foucault, Lacan, Derrida, and Bloom,
as he examines the modes of representation that define black art and analyzes the unspoken assumptions
made in judging this literature since its inception.
Ranging from the eighteenth-century poet, Phillis Wheatley, to modern writers, Ishmael Reed and Alice
Walker, Gates seeks to redefine literary criticism itself, moving away from a Eurocentric notion of a
hierarchical canon--mostly white, Western, and male--to foster a truly comparative and pluralistic notion of
literature.
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From reader reviews:

Candy Dixon:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Figures in Black: Words, Signs, and the "Racial" Self book is readable by
means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer regarding Figures in Black: Words, Signs, and the "Racial" Self content conveys the thought
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Figures in Black: Words, Signs, and the "Racial"
Self is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Bruce Alexander:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Figures in Black: Words, Signs, and the "Racial" Self why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Monica Bonner:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Figures in Black: Words, Signs,
and the "Racial" Self is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier
to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Elda Ornelas:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of book
Figures in Black: Words, Signs, and the "Racial" Self. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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