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In The Captive Stage, Douglas A. Jones, Jr. argues that proslavery ideology remained the dominant mode of
racial thought in the antebellum north, even though chattel slavery had virtually disappeared from the region
by the turn of the nineteenth century—and that northerners cultivated their proslavery imagination most
forcefully in their performance practices. Jones explores how multiple constituencies, ranging from early
national artisans and Jacksonian wage laborers to patrician elites and bourgeois social reformers, used the
stage to appropriate and refashion defenses of black bondage as means to affirm their varying and often
conflicting economic, political, and social objectives. Joining performance studies with literary criticism and
cultural theory, he uncovers the proslavery conceptions animating a wide array of performance texts and
practices, such as the “Bobalition” series of broadsides, blackface minstrelsy, stagings of the American
Revolution, reform melodrama, and abolitionist discourse. Taken together, he suggests, these works did not
amount to a call for the re-enslavement of African Americans but, rather, justifications for everyday and
state-sanctioned racial inequities in their post-slavery society. Throughout, The Captive Stage elucidates how
the proslavery imagination of the free north emerged in direct opposition to the inclusionary claims black
publics enacted in their own performance cultures. In doing so, the book offers fresh contexts and readings of
several forms of black cultural production, including early black nationalist parades, slave dance, the
historiography of the revolutionary era, the oratory of radical abolitionists and the black convention
movement, and the autobiographical and dramatic work of ex-slave William Wells Brown.
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From reader reviews:

Esmeralda Rossman:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Captive Stage: Performance and the Proslavery Imagination of the Antebellum North (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance), it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Stacey Ryan:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Captive Stage: Performance and the
Proslavery Imagination of the Antebellum North (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) reserve written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also
read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism The Captive Stage: Performance and the Proslavery
Imagination of the Antebellum North (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) as good book but not only by the
cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Margaret Velasquez:

Beside that The Captive Stage: Performance and the Proslavery Imagination of the Antebellum North
(Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't end
up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The
Captive Stage: Performance and the Proslavery Imagination of the Antebellum North (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from now!

Cassandra Giron:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people



likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and The Captive Stage: Performance and the
Proslavery Imagination of the Antebellum North (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) as well as others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes The
Captive Stage: Performance and the Proslavery Imagination of the Antebellum North (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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