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Seminar paper from the year 2013 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,0, University of Leipzig (Institut für Anglistik), language: English, abstract: Espionage and love appear as
two closely related matters throughout the history of the British spy novel. Between the two domains there
seems to exist a mutual attraction as well as an incompatibility. The duties of the spy may put an end to his
love affairs, or a love affair may cause the failure of an important espionage mission. The secret agent may
give in to emotional feelings, regardless of the dangers this entails, or he may prey upon love as the weak
point of another, an enemy spy perhaps. And in some cases, like that of The Quiet American, the secret war
affecting the fate of a country becomes coincident with the fight for the love of a woman.

This paper aims at comparing two British spy novels, Graham Greene's The Quiet American (1955) and a
proportion of Somerset Maugham's Ashenden: or The British Agent (1928). By way of taking into
consideration the particular historical context at the time of the novels' publication, the comparison focuses
on the following points: Firstly, the respective depiction of the spy and his activities, also with regard to
legitimacy and morality. Secondly, the respective depiction of the American, and the British view upon him.
Finally, the depictions of the exotic Eastern settings – Russia and Vietnam respectively – and of the women
personifying them, as well as their romantic relationships towards the male protagonists. In the end, the
results of this comparison will serve to illustrate not only certain tendencies in the development of the spy
novel genre, but also the sociocultural turn from colonialism to post-colonialism.
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Albright:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Comparing selected aspects of Somerset
Maugham's "Ashenden or The British Agent" and Graham Greene's "The Quiet American" ended up being
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The reserve Comparing selected aspects of Somerset Maugham's "Ashenden or
The British Agent" and Graham Greene's "The Quiet American" is not only giving you much more new
information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Comparing selected aspects of Somerset Maugham's
"Ashenden or The British Agent" and Graham Greene's "The Quiet American". You never feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Edward Robinette:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Comparing selected aspects of Somerset
Maugham's "Ashenden or The British Agent" and Graham Greene's "The Quiet American" is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Mellisa Holden:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Comparing selected aspects of
Somerset Maugham's "Ashenden or The British Agent" and Graham Greene's "The Quiet American" which
is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Erica Northern:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This reserve Comparing selected aspects of Somerset Maugham's "Ashenden or The
British Agent" and Graham Greene's "The Quiet American" was filled regarding science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading
any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the



modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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