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This study shows how marriage symbolism emerged from the world of texts to become a social force
affecting ordinary people. It covers the whole medieval period but identifies the decades around 1200 as
decisive. New arguments for regarding preaching as a mass medium from the thirteenth century are
presented, building on the author's Medieval Marriage Sermons. In marriage preaching symbolism was
central. Marriage symbolism also became a social force through
law, and lay behind the combination of monogamy and indissolubility which made the medieval Church's
marriage system a unique development in world history. Symbolism is not presented as an explanation on its
own: it interacted with other causal factors, notably the eleventh-century Gregorian Reform's drive for
celibacy, which made the higher clergy like a third gender and less sympathetic to patriarchal polygamous
tendencies. Sexual intercourse as a symbol of Christ's union with the Church became central, not just in
mysticism but in society as structured by Church law. Symbolism also explains apparently bizarre rules, such
as the exemption from capital punishment of clerics in minor orders provided that they married a virgin not a
widow. The rules about blessing second marriages are also connected
with this nexus of thought.

The book is based on a wide range of manuscript sources: sermons, canon law commentaries, Apostolic
Penitentiary registers, papal bulls, a gaol delivery roll, and pastoral handbooks. The collection of documents
at the end of the book expands the source base for the history of medieval marriage generally as well as
underpinning the thesis about symbolism.
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From reader reviews:

John Jacquez:

The book Medieval Marriage: Symbolism and Society make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety
or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Medieval Marriage:
Symbolism and Society to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available
and read a reserve Medieval Marriage: Symbolism and Society. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

James Oliver:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when
those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Medieval Marriage: Symbolism and Society as your daily resource
information.

Erin Harmon:

Typically the book Medieval Marriage: Symbolism and Society will bring that you the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Medieval Marriage: Symbolism and Society is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Duane Harden:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which
filled update of news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just looking for the Medieval Marriage: Symbolism and Society when you required it?
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