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After the devastation of World War |1, journalists, scholars, and citizens came together to foster a new
culture of democracy in Japan. Adam Bronson explores this effort in a path-breaking study of the Institute
for the Science of Thought, one of the most influential associationsto emerge in the early postwar years. The
ingtitute's founders believed that the estrangement of intellectuals from the general public had contributed to
the rise of fascism. To address this, they sought to develop a"science of thought" that would reconnect the
world of ideas with everyday experience and thus reimagine Japan as a democratic nation, home to one
hundred million philosophers.

To tell the story of Science of Thought and postwar democracy, Bronson weaves together several strands of
Japan's modern history that are often treated separately: the revival of interest in the social sciences and
Marxism after the war, the appearance of new social movements that challenged traditional class and gender
hierarchies, and the ascendance of a mass middle-class culture. This story is transnational in both connective
and comparative senses. Most of the Science of Thought founders were educated in America, and they drew
upon a network of American thinkers and institutions for support. They also derived inspiration from other
efforts to promote a culture of democracy, ranging from thought reform campaigns in the People's Republic
of Chinato the Mass Observation study of the British working classes. By tracing these sources of
inspiration around the world, Bronson reveals the contours of atransnational intellectual milieu.

Science of Thought embodied a vision of democratic experimentation that had to be re-articul ated repeatedly
in response to challenges that arose in connection with geopolitical events and social change, prompting the
group's evolution from a small research circle in the 1940s into the standard-bearer for citizen activism in the
1960s. Through this history, Bronson argues that the significance of Science of Thought lay in the way it
exemplified democracy in practice. The practical experience of the intellectuals and citizens associated with
the group remains relevant to those who continue to grapple with the dilemmas of democracy today.
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From reader reviews:
Dianna Chrisman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. Thefirst thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled One Hundred Million Philosophers: Science of
Thought and the Culture of Democracy in Postwar Japan (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute,
Columbia University) can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Adam Perlman:

One Hundred Million Philosophers: Science of Thought and the Culture of Democracy in Postwar Japan
(Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vacabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his’her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
One Hundred Million Philosophers: Science of Thought and the Culture of Democracy in Postwar Japan
(Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) however doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Mary K asten:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book One Hundred Million Philosophers: Science of Thought and the Culture
of Democracy in Postwar Japan (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) was
filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has severa feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
canreally feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Karen Bright:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching fromit. It is
identified as of book One Hundred Million Philosophers: Science of Thought and the Culture of Democracy



in Postwar Japan (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University). Y ou can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without |eaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It ismost critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from
one destination to other place.
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