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Iconoclastic and fiercely rational, the European Enlightenment witnessed the birth of modern Western
society and thought. Reason was sacrosanct and for the first time, religious belief and institutions were open
to widespread criticism. In this groundbreaking book, Ziad Elmarsafy challenges this accepted wisdom to
argue that religion was still hugely influential in the era. But the religion in question wasn’t Christianity – it
was Islam. Charting the history of Qur’anic translations in Europe during the 18th and early 19th Centuries,
Elmarsafy shows that a number of key enlightenment figures – including Voltaire, Rousseau, Goethe, and
Napoleon – drew both inspiration and ideas from the Qur’an. Controversially placing Islam at the heart of
the European Enlightenment, this lucid and well argued work is a valuable window into the interaction of
East and West during this pivotal epoch in human history. Ziad Elmarsafy is Senior Lecturer in the
Department of English and Related Literature at the University of York, UK.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Silva:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book The Enlightenment Qur'an: The Politics of Translation and the
Construction of Islam it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book provides high quality.

Ann Morgan:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Enlightenment Qur'an: The Politics of
Translation and the Construction of Islam, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Harriette Corwin:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Enlightenment Qur'an: The Politics of Translation and the Construction of Islam provide you with a new
experience in examining a book.

Charles Krueger:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known
as of book The Enlightenment Qur'an: The Politics of Translation and the Construction of Islam. You can
include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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