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Cultural Science introduces anew way of thinking about culture. Adopting an evolutionary and systems
approach, the authors argue that culture is the population-wide source of newness and innovation; it faces the
future, not the past. Its chief characteristic is the formation of groups or ‘demes’ (organised and productive
subpopulation; 'demos). Demes are the means for creating, distributing and growing knowledge. However,
such groups are competitive and knowledge-systems are adversarial.

Starting from arereading of Darwinian evolutionary theory, the book utilises multidisciplinary resources:
Raymond Williams's ‘culture is ordinary' approach; evolutionary science (e.g. Mark Pagel and Herbert
Gintis); semiotics (Y uri Lotman); and economic theory (from Schumpeter to McCloskey).

Successive chapters argue that:

-Culture and knowledge need to be understood from an externalist ('linked brains’) perspective, rather than
through the lens of individual behaviour;

-Demes are created by culture, especially storytelling, which in turn constitutes both politics and economics;

-The clash of systems - including demes - is productive of newness, meaningfulness and successful
reproduction of culture;

-Contemporary urban culture and citizenship can best be explained by investigating how cultureis used, and
how newness and innovation emerge from unstable and contested boundaries between different meaning
systems;

-The evolution of cultureisa process of technologically enabled ‘demic concentration’ of knowledge, across
overlapping meaning-systems or semiospheres; a process where the number of demes accessible to any
individual hasincreased at an accelerating rate, resulting in new problems of scale and coordination for
cultural science to address.

The book argues for interdisciplinary ‘consilience, linking evolutionary and complexity theory in the natural
sciences, economics and anthropology in the social sciences, and cultural, communication and media studies
in the humanities and creative arts. It describes what is needed for a new 'modern synthesis for the cultural
sciences. It combines analytical and historical methods, to provide a framework for a general
reconceptualisation of the theory of culture — one that is focused not on its political or customary aspects but
rather its evolutionary significance as a generator of hewness and innovation.
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From reader reviews:
Doreen Harry:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyonein thisworld can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire al their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them isthis
Cultural Science: A Natural History of Stories, Demes, Knowledge and Innovation.

Debra Jones:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they will freetime just watching TV, or even
playing video games al day long. If you want to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read
the book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every day to
reading areserve. The book Cultural Science: A Natural History of Stories, Demes, Knowledge and
Innovation it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The priceis not to
fund but this book offers high quality.

Irene Delong:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Cultural Science: A
Natural History of Stories, Demes, Knowledge and Innovation, you may enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still want to missit? What kind of hangout typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Christopher McCormick:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Cultural Science: A Natural History
of Stories, Demes, Knowledge and Innovation e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
question Cultural Science: A Natural History of Stories, Demes, Knowledge and Innovation as good book



not only by the cover but also through the content. Thisis one book that can break don't assess book by its
protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already aerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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