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Madness. A History is athorough and accessible account of madness from antiquity to modern times,
offering alarge-scale yet nuanced picture of mental illness and its varieties in western civilization.

The book opens by considering perceptions and experiences of madness starting in Biblical times, Ancient
history and Hippocratic medicine to the Age of Enlightenment, before moving on to developments from the
late 18th century to the late 20th century and the Cold War era. Petteri Pietik&inen looks at issues such as
18th century asylums, the rise of psychiatry, the history of diagnoses, the experiences of mental health
patients, the emergence of neuroses, the impact of eugenics, the development of different treatments, and the
late 20th century emergence of anti-psychiatry and the modern malaise of the worried well. The book
examines the history of madness at the different levels of micro-, meso- and macro: the social and cultural
forces shaping the medical and lay perspectives on madness, the invention and development of diagnoses as
well as the theories and treatment methods by physicians, and the patient experiences inside and outside of
the mental institution.

Drawing extensively from primary records written by psychiatrists and accounts by mental health patients
themselves, it also gives readers a thorough grounding in the secondary literature addressing the history of
madness. An essential read for al students of the history of mental illness, medicine and society more
broadly.
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From reader reviews:
Alberta Sanchez:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they are still students or the ideafor all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Madness: A History. All
type of book could you see on many options. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Brian Ramos;

The reason why? Because this Madness: A History is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting
for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of rewards
than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
hold off having that book? If | have been you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Glen Thomas:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we wish. A book isagroup of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This reserve Madness: A History was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike now,
many ways to get book which you wanted.

Patricia Beall:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and Madness: A History or maybe others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Madness: A History to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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