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Privateers, contract killers, corporate warriors. Contract soldiers go by many names, but they all have one
thing in common: They fight for money and plunder rather than liberty, God, or country. Now acclaimed
author and war vet Michael Lee Lanning traces the compelling history of these fighting machines–from the
“Sea Peoples” who fought for the pharaohs’ greater glory to today’s soldiers for hire from private military
companies (PMCs) in Iraq and Afghanistan.

What emerges is a fascinating account of the men who fight other people’s wars–the Greeks who built an
empire for Alexander the Great, the Nubians who accompanied Hannibal across the Alps, the Irish who
became the first to go global in their search for work. Soldiers of fortune have always had the power to
change the course of war, and Lanning examines their pivotal roles in individual battles and in the rise and
fall of empires.

As the employment of contract soldiers spreads in Iraq and America’s War on Terrorism–the U.S. paid $30
billion to PMCs in 2003 alone–Mercenaries offers a valuable inside look at a system that appears embedded
in our nation’s future.

Includes eight pages of photographs

From the Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Moberly:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Mercenaries: Soldiers of Fortune, from
Ancient Greece to Today#s Private Military Companies will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading the
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or acceptable book with you?

Inocencia Hensley:

This Mercenaries: Soldiers of Fortune, from Ancient Greece to Today#s Private Military Companies book is
not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading
this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. This Mercenaries: Soldiers of Fortune, from Ancient Greece to
Today#s Private Military Companies without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Mercenaries: Soldiers of Fortune, from Ancient Greece
to Today#s Private Military Companies can bring when you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Mercenaries: Soldiers of Fortune, from Ancient Greece to Today#s Private Military Companies having very
good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Evelyn Wiley:

The e-book untitled Mercenaries: Soldiers of Fortune, from Ancient Greece to Today#s Private Military
Companies is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Mercenaries: Soldiers of
Fortune, from Ancient Greece to Today#s Private Military Companies from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Amber Tyson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Mercenaries: Soldiers of Fortune, from Ancient Greece to Today#s



Private Military Companies this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world
now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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