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This is the remarkable story of the Hoffmann School for Individual Attention, where the principal believed in
a diverse, challenging, and challenged group of students—with extraordinary results. With a definition of
gifted that included all children, Ann Hoffmann embraced students that other schools had failed, and she
helped them not just to learn, but to learn to love learning. Written with candor and humor by renowned arts
educator (and Ann Hoffmann’s daughter) Jessica Hoffmann Davis, this portrait will resonate with anyone
who has known or been a champion of children. Ann Hoffmann’s example will inspire and delight the
reader, reminding us of what matters most in education and that if we love what we do, anything is possible.

This fascinating narrative addresses the timeless features of teaching and learning with important
implications for how we think about curriculum, instruction, and classroom life. The story of the Hoffmann
School is an insider’s view of a place in time that is more importantly a vision and set of beliefs that can
reoccur in anyone’s classroom or adult life.

Jessica Hoffmann Davisis a cognitive developmental psychologist and founder of the Arts in Education
Program at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. She is the author ofWhy Our Schools Need the
ArtsandFraming Education as Art: The Octopus Has a Good Day.

“Blending the rigor of a social scientist, the heart and artistry of a poet, the wisdom and compassion of an
educator, and the devotion of a daughter, Jessica Hoffmann Davis writes the story her mother asked her to
tell... a book about the kind of education every child deserves, and about the ordinary teacher whose mission
it was to see the goodness and gifts in each one of her students. Teachers and parents will draw powerful
lessons from this beautiful book.”

—Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot, Emily Hargroves Fisher Professor of Education, Harvard University and
author ofBalm in Gilead,Respect, andThe Third Chapter

“As a graduate of the Hoffmann School, I was thrilled to read Jessica Hoffmann Davis’s brilliant new book.
Her rich language and engaging style capture the school’s generous spirit and its warm atmosphere of
comfort and support. Ann Hoffmann encouraged each child's individuality and interest and instinctively
recognized what was needed to unlock his or her passion to learn. The Hoffmann School experience totally
changed the direction of my life, opening horizons that would not have been conceivable without Ann
Hoffmann's guidance.”



—Austin C. Hill, Clinical Psychologist in Private Practice, New York City
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From reader reviews:

Kurtis Henry:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Ordinary Gifted Children: The Power and Promise of
Individual Attention.

Veronica Roberts:

This Ordinary Gifted Children: The Power and Promise of Individual Attention is great reserve for you
because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can say no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Ordinary Gifted Children: The Power and Promise of Individual Attention in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Debra Lovern:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Ordinary Gifted Children: The Power and
Promise of Individual Attention can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these publications have than the others?

Nancy Lord:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Ordinary
Gifted Children: The Power and Promise of Individual Attention.
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