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Sayyid Qutb (1906-1966) was an influential Egyptian ideologue credited with establishing the theoretical
basis for radical Islamism in the post colonial Sunni Muslim world. Lacking a pure understanding of the
leader's life and work, the popular media has conflated Qutb's moral purpose with the aims of bin Laden and
al-Qaeda. He is often portrayed as a terrorist, Islamo-Fascist, and advocate of murder. This book rescues
Qutb from misrepresentation, tracing the evolution of his thought within the context of his time. An expert
on social protest and political resistance in the modern Middle East, as well as Egyptian nationalism, John
Calvert recounts Qutb's life from the small village in which he was raised to his execution at the behest of
Abd al-Nasser's regime. His study remains sensitive to the cultural, political, social, and economic
circumstances that shaped Qutb's thought-major developments that composed one of the most eventful
periods in Egyptian history. These years witnessed the full flush of Britain's tutelary regime, the advent of
Egyptian nationalism, and the political hegemony of the Free Officers. Qutb rubbed shoulders with Taha
Husayn, Naguib Mahfouz, and Abd al-Nasser himself, though his Islamism originally had little to do with
religion. Only in response to his harrowing experience in prison did Qutb come to regard Islam and kufr
(infidelity) as oppositional, antithetical, and therefore mutually exclusive. Calvert shows how Qutb
repackaged and reformulated the Islamic heritage to pose a challenge to authority, including those who
claimed (falsely, he believed) to be Muslim.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Smith:

Here thing why this particular Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism are different and reliable to
be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with Sayyid Qutb and the
Origins of Radical Islamism. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism in e-book
can be your alternate.

Eleanor Walker:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the publication untitled Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism can be good book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Anne Hernandez:

Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Sayyid Qutb and the
Origins of Radical Islamism yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into
new stage of crucial considering.

Catherine Hudson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism will give you a new experience in studying a
book.
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