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Why do policymakers sometimes adopt policies that are not supported by evidence? How can scholars and
practitioners encourage policymakers to listen to research? This book explores these questions, presenting a
fascinating case study of a policy that did not work, yet spread rapidly to almost every state in the United
States: the policy of correctional boot camps. Examining the claims on which the implementation of the
policy were based, including the assertions that such boot camps would reduce reoffending, save public
money and ease overcrowding - none of which proved to be universally accurate - The Evidence Enigma
also investigates the political, economic, cultural, and other factors which encouraged the spread of this
policy. Both qualitative and quantitative methods are used to test hypotheses, as the author draws rich
comparisons with other policies, including Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE), abstinence-only sex
education programs, and the electronic monitoring or tagging of offenders in England and Wales. Presenting
important lessons for guarding against the proliferation of policies that don't work in future, this ground-
breaking and accessible book will be of interest to those working in the fields of criminology, sociology and
social and public policy.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Strickland:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book called The Evidence
Enigma: Correctional Boot Camps and Other Failures in Evidence-Based Policymaking (Solving Social
Problems)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other
opinion?

George Miller:

Often the book The Evidence Enigma: Correctional Boot Camps and Other Failures in Evidence-Based
Policymaking (Solving Social Problems) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this
book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Glory Ruiz:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is The Evidence Enigma: Correctional Boot Camps and Other Failures in Evidence-
Based Policymaking (Solving Social Problems) this book consist a lot of the information from the condition
of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this
book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Emily Ferrell:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the The Evidence Enigma: Correctional Boot Camps and Other Failures in Evidence-Based
Policymaking (Solving Social Problems) when you needed it?
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