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Americans commonly recognize television, e-mail, and instant messaging as agents of pervasive cultural
change. But many of us may not realize that what we now call snail mail was once just as revolutionary. As
David M. Henkin argues in The Postal Age, a burgeoning postal network initiated major cultural shifts
during the nineteenth century, laying the foundation for the interconnectedness that now defines our ever-
evolving world of telecommunications. 

This fascinating history traces these shifts from their beginnings in the mid-1800s, when cheaper postage,
mass literacy, and migration combined to make the long-established postal service a more integral and viable
part of everyday life. With such dramatic events as the Civil War and the gold rush underscoring the
importance and necessity of the post, a surprisingly broad range of Americans—male and female, black and
white, native-born and immigrant—joined this postal network, regularly interacting with distant locales
before the existence of telephones or even the widespread use of telegraphy. Drawing on original letters and
diaries from the period, as well as public discussions of the expanding postal system, Henkin tells the story
of how these Americans adjusted to a new world of long-distance correspondence, crowded post offices,
junk mail, valentines, and dead letters.

The Postal Age paints a vibrant picture of a society where possibilities proliferated for the kinds of personal
and impersonal communications that we often associate with more recent historical periods. In doing so, it
significantly increases our understanding of both antebellum America and our own chapter in the history of
communications.
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From reader reviews:

Cornelius Ryerson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern Communications in
Nineteenth-Century America. Try to make the book The Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern
Communications in Nineteenth-Century America as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you
truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So ,
let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Dolores Schreiber:

Beside that The Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century America in
your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern Communications in
Nineteenth-Century America because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at
times have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Alice Prahl:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The
Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century America.

Marylou Beauregard:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Postal Age: The Emergence of
Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century America to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start
a book and learn it. Beside that the guide The Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern Communications in



Nineteenth-Century America can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of their time.
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