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Cavalry units from Midwestern states remain largely absent from Civil War literature, and what little has
been written largely overlooks the individual men who served. The Fifth Illinois Cavalry has thus remained
obscure despite participating in some of the most important campaigns in Arkansas and Mississippi. In this
pioneering examination of that understudied regiment, Rhonda M. Kohl offers the only modern,
comprehensive analysis of a southern Illinois regiment during the Civil War and combines well-documented
military history with a cultural analysis of the men who served in the Fifth Illinois.

The regiment’s history unfolds around major events in the Western Theater from 1861 to September 1865,
including campaigns at Helena, Vicksburg, Jackson, and Meridian, as well as numerous little-known
skirmishes. Although they were led almost exclusively by Northern-born Republicans, the majority of the
soldiers in the Fifth Illinois remained Democrats. As Kohl demonstrates, politics, economics, education,
social values, and racism separated the line officers from the common soldiers, and the internal friction
caused by these cultural disparities led to poor leadership, low morale, disciplinary problems, and rampant
alcoholism.  

The narrative pulls the Fifth Illinois out of historical oblivion, elucidating the highs and lows of the soldiers’
service as well as their changing attitudes toward war goals, religion, liberty, commanding generals,
Copperheads, and alcoholism.   By reconstructing the cultural context of Fifth Illinois soldiers, Prairie Boys
Go to War reveals how social and economic traditions can shape the wartime experience.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Lutz:

The book The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book The Prairie Boys
Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 has simple shape but you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Omer Brown:

This book untitled The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Margo Soares:

The actual book The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 will bring someone to
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois
Cavalry, 1861-1865 is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Scott Harrington:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth
Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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