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Work in Progress offers an in-depth study of therole of literary revision in the compositional practices and
representational strategies of Roman authors at the end of the republic and the beginning of the principate. It
focuses on Cicero, Horace, Quintilian, Martial, and Pliny the Y ounger, but also offers discussions of

I socrates, Plato, and Hellenistic poetry. The book's central argument is that revision made textuality into a
medium of social exchange. Revisions were not always made by authors working alone: often, they were the
result of conversations between an author and friends or literary contacts, and these conversations
exemplified acommitment to collective debate and active collaboration. Revision was thus much more than
an unavoidable element in literary genesis: it was one way in which authorship became aform of socia
agency. Consequently, when we think about revision for authors of the late republic and early empire we
should not think solely of painstaking attendance to craft aimed exclusively at the perfection of aliterary
work. Nor should we think of the resulting texts as closed and invariant statements sent from an author to his
reader. So long as an author was still willing to revise, histext served as atemporary platform around and in
which a community came into being.

The theories of revision that guide the author's study come from the new genetic criticism that has been
successfully applied, especially in Europe, to modern authors. While many of the tools of analysis applicable
to modern authors (author-written manuscripts, corrected proofs, etc.) are not available for ancient authors,
Sean Gurd has amassed a surprising number of passages in ancient texts about revision, its importance to the
author, and the circle of critics involved in the process of rewriting.
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From reader reviews:
Diane Smith:

Here thing why this Work in Progress: Literary Revision as Social Performance in Ancient Rome (American
Philological Association American Classical Studies Series) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First
of all looking at a book is good but it dependsin the content of computer which is the content is as delightful
asfood or not. Work in Progress: Literary Revision as Social Performance in Ancient Rome (American
Philological Association American Classical Studies Series) giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Work in Progress: Literary
Revision as Social Performance in Ancient Rome (American Philological Association American Classical
Studies Series). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere likein
area, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Work in Progress: Literary Revision as Social Performance in Ancient
Rome (American Philological Association American Classical Studies Series) in e-book can be your option.

Edith Macklin:

This book untitled Work in Progress: Literary Revision as Social Performance in Ancient Rome (American
Philological Association American Classical Studies Series) to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy this
specific book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sellsthe e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So thereis
no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Toby Lowry:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Work in Progress: Literary Revision as Social Performance in
Ancient Rome (American Philological Association American Classical Studies Series) can be fine book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Irene Hoyt:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching



TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read abook. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Work in Progress:. Literary Revision as Social
Performance in Ancient Rome (American Philological Association American Classical Studies Series) itis
very good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to devel op this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can
mOore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features
high quality.
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