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First published in 1850, New York by Gas-Light explores the seamy side of the newly emerging metropolis:
"the festivities of prostitution, the orgies of pauperism, the haunts of theft and murder, the scenes of
drunkenness and beastly debauch, and all the sad realities that go to make up the lower stratum—the
underground story—of life in New York!" The author of this lively and fascinating little book, which both
attracted and offended large numbers of readers in Victorian America, was George G. Foster, reporter for
Horace Greeley's influential New York Tribune, social commentator, poet, and man about town. Foster drew
on his daily and nightly rambles through the city's streets and among the characters of the urban demi-monde
to produce a sensationalized but extraordinarily revealing portrait of New York at the moment it was
emerging as a major metropolis. Reprinted here with sketches from two of Foster's other books, New York by
Gas-Light will be welcomed by students of urban social history, popular culture, literature, and journalism.

Editor Stuart M. Blumin has provided a penetrating introductory essay that sets Foster's life and work in the
contexts of the growing city, the development of the mass-distribution publishing industry, the evolving
literary genre of urban sensationalism, and the wider culture of Victorian America. This is an important
reintroduction to a significant but neglected work, a prologue to the urban realism that would flourish later in
the fiction of Stephen Crane, the painting of George Bellows, and the journalism of Jacob Riis.
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From reader reviews:

Homer Smith:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge
by the reserve entitled New York by Gas-Light and Other Urban Sketches. Try to make the book New York
by Gas-Light and Other Urban Sketches as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you
truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let
me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Hope Giles:

The actual book New York by Gas-Light and Other Urban Sketches has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The
author makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after looking over this book.

Evelyn Nay:

New York by Gas-Light and Other Urban Sketches can be one of your beginning books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing New York by Gas-
Light and Other Urban Sketches nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Jessica Bowman:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is called of book New York by Gas-Light and Other Urban Sketches. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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