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In this engaging volume, Daniel Gardner explains the way in which the Four Books--Great Learning,
Analects, Mencius, and Maintaining Perfect Balance--have been read and understood by the Chinese since
the twelfth century. Selected passages in translation are accompanied by Gardner's comments, which
incorporate selections from the commentary and interpretation of the renowned Neo-Confucian thinker, Zhu
Xi (1130-1200).

This study provides an ideal introduction to the basic texts in the Confucian tradition from the twelfth
through the twentieth centuries. It guides the reader through Zhu Xi's influential interpretation of the Four
Books, showing how Zhu, through the genre of commentary, gave new coherence and meaning to these
foundational texts. Since the Four Books with Zhu Xi's commentary served as the basic textbook for Chinese
schooling and the civil service examinations for more than seven hundred years, this book illustrates as well
the nature of the standard Chinese educational curriculum.
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From reader reviews:

Michele Stein:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Four Books: The Basic Teachings of the Later
Confucian Tradition. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important the book The Four Books: The Basic Teachings of the Later Confucian Tradition. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library.
Let's read.

Jacqueline Stalling:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular The Four Books:
The Basic Teachings of the Later Confucian Tradition book as nice and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Gina Reiter:

Here thing why that The Four Books: The Basic Teachings of the Later Confucian Tradition are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Four Books: The Basic Teachings of the Later
Confucian Tradition giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there
but there is no reserve that similar with The Four Books: The Basic Teachings of the Later Confucian
Tradition. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing
the branded book maybe the form of The Four Books: The Basic Teachings of the Later Confucian Tradition
in e-book can be your alternative.

Harold Karr:

The book untitled The Four Books: The Basic Teachings of the Later Confucian Tradition contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all
the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author.
The author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can



continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.
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