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Based on original research from Charles Urban’s own papers, this is the first biography of this influential
film maker and innovator. It is also a historical study of the development of the non-fiction film in Britain
and America in the early years of cinema, told through the experiences of the leading pioneer of the form.

Charles Urban was a renowned figure in his time, and he has remained a name in film history chiefly for his
development of Kinemacolor, the world’s first successful natural colour moving picture system. He was also
a pioneer in the filming of war, science, travel, actuality and news, a fervent advocate of the value of film as
an educative force, and a controversial but important innovator of film propaganda in wartime.

The book uses Urban’s story as a means of showing how the non-fiction film developed in the period 1897-
1925, and the dilemmas that it faced within a cinema culture in which the entertainment fiction film was
dominant. Urban’s solutions – some successful, some less so – illustrate the groundwork that led to the
development of documentary film. The book considers the roles of film as informer, educator and generator
of propaganda, and the social and aesthetic function of colour in the years when cinema was still working out
what it was capable of and how best to reach audiences. 

Luke McKernan also curates a web resource on Charles Urban at www.charlesurban.com

Winner of the Kraszna-Krausz Moving Image Book Award 2014.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Maney:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Charles Urban:
Pioneering the Non-Fiction Film in Britain and America, 1897 - 1925 (Exeter Studies in Film History)
suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Charles
Urban: Pioneering the Non-Fiction Film in Britain and America, 1897 - 1925 (Exeter Studies in Film
History)is a single of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people
in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core
of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Anna Yates:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of
them is this Charles Urban: Pioneering the Non-Fiction Film in Britain and America, 1897 - 1925 (Exeter
Studies in Film History).

Lillian Chatman:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Charles Urban: Pioneering the Non-Fiction Film in Britain and America, 1897 - 1925 (Exeter Studies in Film
History) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then
become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Charles
Urban: Pioneering the Non-Fiction Film in Britain and America, 1897 - 1925 (Exeter Studies in Film
History) giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
facts for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Michael Kendig:

This Charles Urban: Pioneering the Non-Fiction Film in Britain and America, 1897 - 1925 (Exeter Studies in



Film History) is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it
relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having little digest in reading this Charles Urban: Pioneering the Non-Fiction Film in Britain and
America, 1897 - 1925 (Exeter Studies in Film History) can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book
form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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