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More Americans belong to religious congregations than to any other kind of voluntary association. What
these vast numbers amount to--what people are doing in the over 300,000 churches, synagogues, mosques,
and temples in the United States--is a question that resonates through every quarter of American society,
particularly in these times of "faith-based initiatives," "moral majorities," and militant fundamentalism. And
it is a question answered in depth and in detail in Congregations in America.

Drawing on the 1998 National Congregations Study--the first systematic study of its kind--as well as a broad
range of quantitative, qualitative, and historical evidence, this book provides a comprehensive overview of
the most significant form of collective religious expression in American society: local congregations. Among
its more surprising findings, Congregations in America reveals that, despite the media focus on the political
and social activities of religious groups, the arts are actually far more central to the workings of
congregations. Here we see how, far from emphasizing the pursuit of charity or justice through social
services or politics, congregations mainly traffic in ritual, knowledge, and beauty through the cultural
activities of worship, religious education, and the arts.

Along with clarifying--and debunking--arguments on both sides of the debate over faith-based initiatives, the
information presented here comprises a unique and invaluable resource, answering previously unanswerable
questions about the size, nature, make-up, finances, activities, and proclivities of these organizations at the
very center of American life.
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Reviews of this book:
An unchurched observer might conclude that American congregational life centers on political or social
service activities...[But] using his pioneering 1998 National Congregations Survey, the first study to delve
into the specific activities of a truly representative sampling of the nation's religious congregations, [Chaves]
finds that politics and service programs are not the main draws. Indeed, most congregations put little effort
into community work...What congregations are most engaged in, Chaves reveals, are cultural activities. That
includes education and the many components of worship, of course, but also the generally less-remarked-
upon activities of producing and consuming art and culture, particularly musical and theatrical performances,
outside of worship.
--Jay Tolson, U.S. News and World Report
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From reader reviews:

Tiara Arnold:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this
CONGREGATIONS IN AMERICA book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Derrick Robertson:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This CONGREGATIONS IN AMERICA book is readable by you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of CONGREGATIONS IN
AMERICA content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking CONGREGATIONS IN
AMERICA is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Julia Jenkins:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love CONGREGATIONS
IN AMERICA, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Jennifer Lewis:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and CONGREGATIONS IN AMERICA
or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
CONGREGATIONS IN AMERICA to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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