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In this remarkable collection, ten premier scholars of nineteenth-century America address the epochal impact
of the Civil War by examining the conflict in terms of three Americas -- antebellum, wartime, and
postbellum nations. Moreover, they recognize the critical role in this transformative era of three groups of
Americans -- white northerners, white southerners, and African Americans in the North and South. Through
these differing and sometimes competing perspectives, the contributors address crucial ongoing
controversies at the epicenter of the cultural, political, and intellectual history of this decisive period in
American history.

Coeditors William J. Cooper, Jr., and John M. McCardell, Jr., introduce the collection, which contains essays
by the foremost Civil War scholars of our time: James M. McPherson considers the general import of the
war; Peter S. Onuf and Christa Dierksheide examine how patriotic southerners reconciled slavery with the
American Revolutionaries' faith in the new nation's progressive role in world history; Sean Wilentz attempts
to settle the long-standing debate over the reasons for southern secession; and Richard Carwardine identifies
the key wartime contributors to the nation's sociopolitical transformation and the redefinition of its ideals.

George C. Rable explores the complicated ways in which southerners adopted and interpreted the terms
"rebel" and "patriot," and Chandra Manning finds three distinct understandings of the relationship between
race and nationalism among Confederate soldiers, black Union soldiers, and white Union soldiers. The final
three pieces address how the country dealt with the meaning of the war and its memory: Nina Silber
discusses the variety of ways we continue to remember the war and the Union victory; W. Fitzhugh
Brundage tackles the complexity of Confederate commemoration; and David W. Blight examines the
complicated African American legacy of the war. In conclusion, McCardell suggests the challenges and
rewards of using three perspectives for studying this critical period in American history.

Presented originally at the "In the Cause of Liberty" symposium hosted by The American Civil War Center
at Historic Tredegar in Richmond, Virginia, these incisive essays by the most respected and admired scholars
in the field are certain to shape historical debate for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Trejo:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled In the Cause of Liberty: How the Civil War Redefined American
Ideals. Try to stumble through book In the Cause of Liberty: How the Civil War Redefined American Ideals
as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well
as knowledge with this book.

Larry Turner:

Precisely why? Because this In the Cause of Liberty: How the Civil War Redefined American Ideals is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Steven Jones:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially
book entitled In the Cause of Liberty: How the Civil War Redefined American Ideals the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The In the Cause of Liberty: How the Civil War
Redefined American Ideals giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Sharon Brogdon:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be In the Cause of Liberty: How the Civil War Redefined



American Ideals why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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